
Standardisation of bank account details
across Europe 
Bank account numbers across Europe vary according to 
local standards and practices. International Bank Account
Numbers (IBANs) were introduced in 2001 to provide a
standard format for account numbers across Europe, to
improve the quality of information exchanged between
parties involved in European cross-border payments, with
the aim of reducing errors and delays.

To ensure all parties involved in European payments gain 
the benefits available from the use of IBANs, European
Directives were passed to enforce their use. On 28 
January 2008 the Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA) 
Credit Transfer Service was launched, for which the use 
of IBAN is mandatory. 

When making a euro payment, the SWIFTBIC and IBAN 
are key pieces of information. For payments in euros to 
an EU country, their territories (including UK Crown

Dependencies), Iceland, Lichtenstein, Norway, Monaco, San
Marino or Switzerland, you must provide the beneficiary’s
IBAN and additionally for an international payment you
must also provide the receiving SWIFTBIC (Bank 
Identifier Code).

Are existing domestic/local account
numbers changing?
In a word, no. IBANs simply standardise the way accounts
are identified between banks across the European Union.
IBANs are created from the addition of certain characters 
in front of the existing domestic/local account number 
and bank code.

Use of IBAN
Please ensure you obtain your beneficiary’s IBAN and their
bank’s SWIFTBIC and include them on all applicable
International Payment instructions. For SEPA Credit Transfer
instructions the SWIFT Bank Identifier Code (SWIFTBIC) is
optional except when sending to non-EEA SEPA countries.

Your Beneficiary will be able to obtain their IBAN and
SWIFTBIC from their bank – in many cases this will already
be quoted on their bank statements. Many banks across
Europe also offer an Internet Service that will allow their
customers to generate the correct IBAN for their account. 

Where you will be the beneficiary of a payment, you should
also ensure you provide your IBAN and Barclays’ SWIFTBIC
(BARCGB22 if you bank with Barclays International or
BUKBGB22 if you bank with Barclays UK) to any European
payer wishing to make payment to you in euros. Both are
quoted on your bank statements. 

Further information can be found on our website:
business.barclays.co.uk/bb/iban where you will also be 
able to generate IBANs for Barclays accounts in the UK 
and validate the IBANs provided by your beneficiaries,
should you require.

Examples of European IBANs are provided overleaf.

International Bank Account Numbers

Sending and receiving payments to or from Europe in euros.
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IBAN details may or may not state the word IBAN, but will
contain a two-letter country code that will appear in front of
domestic/local bank code/account numbers. For example:
Austria = AT, Germany = DE and France = FR. These country
codes will always be followed by a two-digit check number:

An IBAN in printed format is likely to be prefaced by the word
IBAN, e.g. IBAN AT61 1904 3002 3457 3201. The word ‘IBAN’ is
not to be entered on any input to the bank. Please just quote the
IBAN itself.

Next steps
Please contact your Relationship Director to discuss your
requirements in more detail.

You can get this in Braille, large print or audio by calling 0800 400 100* (via Text Relay if appropriate) or by ordering online from barclays.co.uk/accessibleservices
*Lines are open 7 days a week, 7am to 11pm. To maintain a high quality of service we may monitor or record phone calls.

This document is used by Barclays Bank PLC and Barclays Bank UK PLC. Details of your service provider are set out in your customer agreement.
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Country code

Check number

Bank code

AT 61 19043 00234573201

Account number

Austria AT611904300234573201

Belgium BE62510007547061

Bulgaria BG80BNBG96611020345678

Croatia HR12 1001 0051 8630 0016 0

Cyprus CY17002001280000001200527600

Czech Republic CZ6508000000192000145399

Denmark DK5000400440116243

Estonia EE382200221020145685

Finland FI2112345600000785

France FR1420041010050500013M02606

Germany DE89370400440532013000

Greece GR1601101250000000012300695

Hungary HU42117730161111101800000000

Iceland IS140159260076545510730339

Ireland IE29AIBK93115212345678

Italy IT40S0542811101000000123456

Latvia LV80BANK0000435195001

Liechtenstein LI21088100002324013AA

Lithuania LT121000011101001000

Luxembourg LU280019400644750000

Malta MT84MALT011000012345MTLCAST001S

Netherlands NL39RABO0300065264

Norway NO9386011117947

Poland PL27114020040000300201355387

Portugal PT50000201231234567890154

Romania RO49AAAA1B31007593840000

San Marino SM86 U032 2509 8000 0000 0270 100

Slovakia SK3112000000198742637541

Slovenia SI56191000000123438

Spain ES0700120345030000067890

Sweden SE3550000000054910000003

Switzerland CH9300762011623852957

United Kingdom GB54BARC20992012345678

Please also visit barclays.com/sepa to find out more about the
Single Euro Payments Area.

Examples of European IBANs
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